
First UMC Franklin, NC 

Order of Worship-June 6, 2021 

 

Prelude   “Omniscient and Omnipotent”                           (Schram, 2018) 

    “Faithful”                                                                 (Schram, 2018) 

    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                  (Goldston, 1996)  

Welcome and Announcements       

Call to Worship “Holy, Holy, Holy”                    (#1156, vs. 1, 2, 4)  

Children’s Moments         

Sharing the Peace         

Pastoral Prayer          

Peace with Justice Celebration                        Barb Putman 

Offertory   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                (#18723, vs. 1, 2, 3)  

Scripture   II Corinthians 4:13-5:1 (NET) 

13 But since we have the same spirit of faith as that shown in what has been written, “I 
believed; therefore I spoke,” we also believe, therefore we also speak. 14 We do 
so because we know that the one who raised up Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus and 
will bring us with you into his presence. 15 For all these things are for your sake, so that 
the grace that is including more and more people may cause thanksgiving to increase to 
the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not despair, but even if our physical body is wearing 
away, our inner person is being renewed day by day. 17 For our momentary, light 
suffering is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 
comparison 18 because we are not looking at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen. 
For what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

5 For we know that if our earthly house, the tent we live in, is dismantled, we have a 
building from God, a house not built by human hands, that is eternal in the heavens. 

    

Message   “A Heavenly Perspective” 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
 

1.  How do you understand what Jesus did for us through his birth, life, death, 
resurrection and ascension? 



 
 
 
 

2. Does Paul’s understanding of how God works in us through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection bring you comfort or challenge? 

 
 
 
 

3. How does Paul’s understanding invite us to view ourselves and God’s work within 
and through us? 

 
 
 

4. How does the Holy Spirit help us in the midst of our brokenness to keep the faith 
and continue to serve Jesus? 

 

Prayer of Confession                                                 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the way of peace. 
Come into the brokenness of our lives and our land 

with your healing love. 
Help us to be willing to bow before you in true repentance, 

and to bow to one another in real forgiveness. 
By the fire of your Holy Spirit, melt our hard hearts 

and consume the pride and prejudice which separate us. 
Fill us, O Lord, with your perfect love, which casts out our fear, 
and bind us together in that unity 

which you share with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

   

The Great Thanksgiving                                                      

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 

always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. 

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 



You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day 
when justice shall roll down like waters 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war anymore. 

 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 

to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come 
when you would save your people. 

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 

you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

At his ascension you exalted him 
to sit and reign with you at your right hand. 

 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 



Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 

Breaking the Bread/Giving the Cup 

Musical interlude 

Prayer after Communion      

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you 

have given yourself to us.  Grant that we may go into the world in the 

strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others.  In the name of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Closing Hymn  “When We All Get to Heaven”                     (#7048632, vs. 1-4) 

Benediction A COMPANION LITANY TO OUR SOCIAL CREED 

 
Leader: God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ, calls us by grace 
People: to be renewed in the image of our Creator, that we may be one 
in divine love for the world. 

 



Leader: Today is the day God cares for the integrity of creation, wills the healing 
and wholeness of all life, weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. 
People: And so shall we. 

 
Leader: Today is the day God embraces all hues of humanity, delights in diversity 
and difference, favors solidarity transforming strangers into friends. 
People: And so shall we. 

 
Leader: Today is the day God cries with the masses of starving people, despises 
growing disparity between rich and poor, demands justice for workers in the 
marketplace. 
People: And so shall we. 

 
Leader: Today is the day God deplores violence in our homes and streets, rebukes 
the world’s warring madness, humbles the powerful and lifts up the lowly. 
People: And so shall we. 

 
Leader: Today is the day God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace, 
celebrates where justice and mercy embrace, exults when the wolf grazes with the 
lamb. 
People: And so shall we. 

 
Leader: Today is the day God brings good news to the poor, proclaims release to 
the captives, gives sight to the blind, and sets the oppressed free. 
People: And so shall we.         

Postlude     


